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safest; that is, by which you are most likely to receive
them. You do me justice in concluding there has been no
negligence of mine in the case; indeed, I have been
ashamed at the multiplicity of niy letters, when I had
scarce anything to tell you but my own anxiety to hear
of your being quietly settled at Florence, out of the reach
of all commotions. And how could I but dread your being
molested by some accident, in the present state of France ?
and how could your healths mend in bad inns, and till you
can repose somewhere ? Eepose you will have at Florence,
but I shall fear the winter for you there: I suffered more
by cold there, than by any place in my life; and never
came home at night without a pain in my breast, which
I never felt elsewhere, yet then I was very young and in
perfect health. If either of you suffer there in any shape,
I hope you will retire to Pisa.

My inquietude, that presented so many alarms to me
before you set ou% has, I find, and am grieved for it,
not been quite in the wrong. Some inconveniences I am
persuaded you have sunk: yet the difficulty of landing
at Dieppe, and the ransack of your poor harmless trunks
at Burgoin, and the wretched lodgings with which you
were forced to take up at Turin, count deeply with me;
and I had much rather have lost all credit as a prophet,
since I could not prevent your journey. May it answer
for your healths 1 I doubt it will not in any other respect,
as you have already found by the voiturins. In point of
pleasure, is it possible to divest myself so radically of all
self-love as to wish you may find Italy as agreeable as you
did formerly? In all other lights, I do most fervently
hope there will be no drawbacks on your plan. Should
you be disappointed any way, you know what a warm
heart is open to receive you back; and so will yowr onw
Cliveden be too.
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